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I

n a year which has been
like no other, I write this
Headteacher’s welcome at
home, while our teachers
deliver their lessons online
to our students, also from their
own homes.
The Coronavirus epidemic has
turned our school, and the whole
world, upside down. Our pupils,
staff, parents, families, and friends
have all been affected by this
devastating disease that will have
consequences lasting long into
the future, including the way we
educate our children.

A WARM FFYNONE
WELCOME
Michael Boulding,
Headteacher

This is not our usual Journal. This
is not our usual publication format.
This is not our usual style; and
this, most certainly, has not been
a usual year. Welcome to the 2020
Ffynone House School Journal.

None of this could be foreseen
when we started the academic
year back in September. We were
expecting to return to business as
usual after the summer holidays;
we had celebrated our students’
successes on results days and
were all set for our teachers’
inset days when the phone
rang to announce an imminent
Estyn inspection.
Three weeks of febrile activity
followed as we welcomed new
cohorts of pupils to our Year 7 and
sixth form. Staff worked around
the clock to teach lessons, check
paperwork, tidy rooms, and
smarten the school site, ready for
our team of visiting inspectors who
would provide an independent
assessment of all that we do at
Ffynone. Four days of intense
scrutiny resulted in unquestioned
success and an outcome that
verified what we already knew;
Ffynone is a successful, happy,
family school in which our students
thrive. You will see this for yourself
within the pages of this magazine.
It felt like Christmas, yet it was
still September and the year had
hardly even begun.
What followed was our usual mix
of hard work and good progress,
interspersed with trips to Swansea
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University, Maths challenges,
Chemistry competitions, Music
festivals, sporting fixtures, a superb
drama production of ‘Grease’, the
annual ski trip (this time to Italy) and
field trips for Geography and Biology.
National changes to the structuring
of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
prompted us to become an
independent licensed provider of
the Scheme, and we started
training our new Bronze and Silver

mean? What will be the long-term
impact of the disruption?
Dealing with change and
uncertainty is always a challenge;
we crave knowledge of what will
happen next. It helps us plan,
organise, and prepare ourselves
mentally for what is to come.
Without the necessary information,
we cannot do this, and so our
anxiety levels rise.

Dealing with change
and uncertainty is always a
challenge; we crave knowledge
of what will happen next.
cohorts. We were looking forward
to the start of the new expedition
season when external events
intervened: LOCKDOWN! At a
stroke, all our plans for the year
were abandoned and, at extremely
short notice, Ffynone went digital!
What followed was unprecedented;
within days, every pupil and every
member of staff was granted online
access to Office 365 and its
communications hub, Teams.
Remote lessons were up and
running only two days after the
school closed, with an agile
response from all concerned which
clearly demonstrated our resilience
to adversity and our absolute
determination to overcome it.
The added pressure on parents
and teachers was enormous and
it is a testament to everyone’s
commitment that educational
provision has been maintained.
What was so unsettling for families
across the country, were the
unanswered questions: how long
will this last? When will schools
re-open, what does ‘new normal’

Lockdown has been difficult for
most of us, with consequences for
all aspects of our lives. Unlocking
presents even greater challenges,
especially whilst the threat of the
virus remains. In planning our
return to school, we have to
address many questions, and there
are no obvious answers. Can we all
attend school together? Will it be
safe to re-integrate with the wider
community? A priority for us at
Ffynone is to understand how
much interruption Covid-19 has
caused to our students’ learning,
and how we will overcome this.
It is as if we are part of world-wide
social experiment and we will not
know the outcome for some time.
However, I am sure of one thing.
We will need to work together and
cooperate to achieve our common
goal: the success of our students.
For this we will need commitment,
participation, and positivity from
every student, and the support of
all our parents and staff. With this,
I am confident we will succeed.
#FfynoneFamily
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AN INTERNSHIP
IN THE HEART OF
MORRISTON HOSPITAL
by Will, Year 13

These are the words of Will, Year 13 student at Ffynone House School when
he did a presentation to his younger peers about his internship in the Cardiac
operating theatres at Morriston Hospital.
I arrived at the hospital at roughly
7:25am. On arrival, I was given the
typical male nurse’s uniform; blue
top and blue bottoms and a pair
of the most uncomfortable Crocs
I have ever worn in my life! I was
greeted by the theatre manager
Glenn Evans, who gave me a
quick tour of the theatre and
different operating rooms and
introduced me to the surgeons
and nurses working that day. I was
going to go straight into theatre to
see my first operation! Little did I
know that I would not sit down
again for four hours!
I had underestimated the stamina
needed to see through these long
operations with no rest breaks;
it is a huge commitment.
After listening to the short briefing
with the head surgeon, I was
taken to the anaesthetics room.
I remember getting in there and
meeting three nurses who would
be preparing the patient for the
operation. Let’s just say I wasn’t
exactly prepared for what was
4
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ahead! Shortly after 8:15, the
patient arrived. She was a
61-year-old female in need of a new
tricuspid valve. She was placed on
the hospital bed while the nurses
attached multiple needles and drips
to the patient while taking blood
samples and attaching her to an
ECG machine to monitor the heart’s
electrical system, heart rate, blood
pressure, oxygen and carbon
dioxide saturation.

procedure. I remember the nurse
showing me the ultrasound of the
lady’s neck. It showed both an
artery and a vein in her neck. The
nurse located the catheter in the
vein as this contains venous blood
being taken back to the atriums.
The VERY important point made
by the anaesthetist was that the
catheter must be placed in the vein
and not the artery as, if placed in
the artery, the patient would not

The human body is this
amazing, complex machine
and the surgeons are engineers
at the top of their game.
They then placed a catheter into
the lady through the jugular vein
in the neck. A catheter is a thin
tube made from medical grade
materials used for a surgical

survive and simply bleed to
death. I cannot describe how
awe-inspiring it was to see all the
diagrams of arteries and veins
rendered before me in real life!

#FfynoneFamily
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By 8:55, the patient is in the
operating theatre. One of the
nurses, Ian, in charge of the
patient’s heart and lungs when on
bypass, gave me an introduction to
what the operation entailed and the
roles of each individual. He gave
me a cap and face mask with a
clear shield to protect my eyes from
any squirting blood during the
operation – yes, squirting blood!
He said that the surgery was going
to involve replacing her tricuspid
valve. The valve on the right-hand
side of her heart was supposed to
be a tricuspid valve but actually
was a bicuspid valve, meaning
it had two flaps, not three. An
artificial valve would replace
the faulty one.
The artificial valves used in all the
operations I saw were handmade
in the Philippines and cost an
astonishing £6,000 each. They are
only a few mm in width and height!
Measuring for the valve is a
painstaking process because
if they get it even millimetres out
and then the valve does not fit, they
just have to bin that valve and use
another! That is £6,000 straight
down the drain. As I looked around
the operating theatre, I tried to add
up the costs of that operation in
my head: equipment, staffing,
medications, electricity, not to
mention the aftercare in the wards.
It was a stark reminder of how
unbelievably lucky we are to have
the NHS, but also how difficult it
must be to manage it!
The deputy head surgeon prepared
the patient by cutting open the
chest using a blade at first, then a
chainsaw to break the sternum in
half and finally clamps to hold the
chest open. This process was
brutal, and just illustrates how
strong the skeleton is, because

6
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they had to use power tools to
get access to the heart! He also
used a soldering-type tool to burn
the skin to allow access to the
heart. The smell from this was
extremely strong and quite
nauseating. I was standing by the
head of the patient so had a clear
view of her heart and the procedure
of the operation. The one thing that
instantly grabbed my attention
were the layers and layers of fat
both below the layer of the skin
and surrounding the heart.
I made an immediate resolution
to up my exercise regime and
eat less cheese!
I was aware of the ECG and blood
pressure monitor while also paying
very close attention to the patient’s
chest and the operation itself.
Only once the patient was opened,
did the head surgeon arrive.
Throughout the procedure he
talked me through every step and
what he was aiming to achieve.
He was a very strict surgeon giving
demands to the fellow nurses on
a regular basis while also giving
praise too. At this time, there was
a team of ten in the room, all with
very specific responsibilities. I had
not appreciated the leadership
skills necessary to be an expert
surgeon; the efficiency of your
team is intrinsic to the success
of the operation.
Towards the end of the surgery,
the head of the operation left the
deputy surgeon and a nurse to
close the patient up using stitches
and retractor clamps and blades.
The bone marrow in the sternum
would ensure it healed itself in time
– amazing! The lady was taken off
bypass and left to breathe on her
own with her heart having full
blood flow again. This was the
end of operation number one

and as I was taken back to the
preparation room, I realised I was
exhausted, and I had only been
a passive observer!
I saw around fifteen operations
during my time with those brilliant
medics in the Cardiac Department.
All except one were successful. On
day four of the internship, one of
the anaesthetists taught me a very
valuable lesson. He said, “It’s not
about what you see and witness in
these experiences, it’s what you
learn from them about what is
actually going on behind closed
doors. What you should realise
is that it is not ‘amazing’ and it’s
not ‘life-saving’; it’s pure science.
One chemical does one thing,
and another chemical does
the opposite”. I think he was
underselling himself a bit because
they are amazing, but I can see
what he means.
Perhaps it is necessary to think
like this because it would be an
impossible job if you became
emotionally involved with every
patient who arrived on the table.
Overall, it was an experience of
a lifetime and gave me an insight
into what being a cardiac surgeon
really entails. The dedication,
perseverance and skill those
surgeons showed throughout
each operation is unbelievable.
The years of training to perfect
operations, know the procedure
and the ‘cool-head’ attitude takes
serious skill to master. It has
inspired me to continue to aspire
to be a medic and I am already
looking for my next internship in a
different part of the hospital to
broaden my experience.

What you should realise
is that it is not ‘amazing’
and it’s not ‘life-saving’; it’s
pure science. One chemical
does one thing, and another
chemical does the opposite.

It was a stark reminder
of how unbelievably lucky
we are to have the NHS,
but also how difficult it
must be to manage it!

I would like to thank all the staff in
Morriston Cardiac Department for
their patience and for giving me this
opportunity; I will never forget it.

#FfynoneFamily
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GEOGRAPHERS...
Geographers are a hardy lot,
Well behaved and disciplined.
We look and measure and observe
Come sun and rain and wind.
With our questionnaires and quadrats,
Clinometers at the fore
You’ll find us climbing mountains
Or in sand dunes on the shore.
You can’t stop Geography fieldtrips
All the places we have been,
But our visits were curtailed this year
Because of dreaded Covid-19.
- Anon
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REFLECTION ON
STUDIES & WORK
EXPERIENCE

B

By Tahsin, Year 13

efore submitting my university application,
which I did at the beginning of the first
term, I had to decide what I actually
wanted to study, which can be one of the
most difficult parts for many people. After
all, it is a decision that will determine how you spend
the next few years of your life and possibly the rest of
your career. This does not mean you cannot change
your mind but ideally, you want to be certain about
what you want to do before making a big decision like
that. Especially, when there is so much information
about all the different careers on the internet.
I decided to apply for medicine after very careful
consideration. The role of a doctor has always
appeared to be very rewarding to me but with time,
I have also learnt how demanding the career is.

The long stressful hours due to staffing issues in
hospitals and the continuous studying you have to
do. It is not going to be easy.

My name is Tahsin. I am a pupil in Year 13
currently doing my A levels in Biology,
Chemistry and Maths. I am going to talk about
how I prepared to apply for university, my work
experience, and my attitude towards my studies
in general in terms of GCSEs and A levels.
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Yet, before knowing all of this, the one thing holding
me back was that I did not feel confident enough
that I could get into medicine. Until I realised, I was
the only person stopping myself, because I know
that when I work hard I can do well, but my problem
was that, so far I hadn’t been working hard enough.
However, I could easily change this. So, I told myself
that if I really wanted this, I would do my absolute
best. If I hadn’t tried, I would always have thought it
wasn’t possible.
Now I had to think about how I could change what
I had been doing so far to make sure I was going to
do well. Thankfully, my GCSE grades met the entry
requirements - one thing ticked off my list - but they
weren’t all A* and grade 9s. With the course being
extremely competitive, I knew it was going to take
more than a few good grades to showcase why I
could make a good doctor in the future.

Some of the universities strongly advise that
you undertake relevant work experience in a
health-related area.

This can be in a hospital or a care home. Anywhere
where you can gain experience taking care of others,
communicating, and understanding different people,
as well as gaining insight into what a career in medicine
requires. I then arranged a two-week placement for
myself during the first two weeks of my summer at
Singleton hospital. I chose to go into the obstetrics
& gynaecology department, which is concerned with
the care of mothers during and after their pregnancy,
in addition to women’s reproductive health in general.
The speciality combines medicine and surgery,
meaning I was able to see quite a lot of different
things; I was in theatre, wards, lectures and sit-down
consultations with the doctor, so I got to see an array
of skill sets. I had previously never considered this area
of medicine but, after following the work of the charity
maternal aid association, which aims to improve
maternal healthcare in developing countries, I realised
that it is something I am very passionate about. I was
curious to see how our healthcare system operated
compared to that in Bangladesh for example.
The NHS offers all pregnant women 10 appointments,
including screening tests for some conditions such as
Down syndrome, blood tests, ultrasound baby scans,
urine and blood pressure. These simple tests can
be used to identify pre-eclampsia in mothers.
Pre- eclampsia causes high blood pressure, headaches,
and vision problems. If not treated, the condition can be
life-threatening. Mild pre-eclampsia only affects 6% of
pregnancies here, whereas it is 7 times more likely in
developing countries, as patients cannot afford to buy
medication or realistically even see a doctor throughout
their entire pregnancy. Here, if a mother is thought to
even be at high risk, they will be given low dose aspirin.
#FfynoneFamily
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This is just one example of how
the maternal healthcare system
differs. I wanted to see this
difference for myself.
On my very first day, I was able to
observe a caesarean section, which
amazed me like nothing else I had
ever seen before. As it was my first
day, I was not sure what to expect.
I had been doing ward rounds in the
morning, which was quite slow.
However, after this, I was buzzing
with excitement for the rest of the
week. I learnt that I was okay seeing
blood and open skin, which was
relieving, as I am sure I will have to
see a lot worse if I am to be a doctor.
Being in theatre was so emotional
for me. I got to hear the baby’s first
cry and see the parents meet their
baby for the first time which is
honestly one of the most beautiful
things in the world.

Yet it also put into perspective the
number of complications that can
arise and the consequences they
can have for the mother and baby.
The doctors have a massive weight
on their shoulders where their
patients’ lives are in their hands,
although this is not always the case.
In procedures such as this, the
saying of saving lives really applies.
It really showed how important the
role of every single person in that
theatre is, and how lucky we are that
issue like excessive bleeding can be
resolved and overcome quickly here,
because we have the resources. I
instantly saw what a multidisciplinary
team really meant. For the procedure
to be possible, the doctors,
anaesthetists, surgical technologists,
nurses, and even medical students
worked together to ensure
everything was going smoothly.
Interestingly, the anaesthetist will
stand by the mothers’ head as they
are awake and will inform them of
any effects of drugs such as feelings
of sickness. This shows how the
12
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care is centred around the patient
and not just about delivering the
baby, making sure the mothers are
as comfortable as they can be,
which I know is not the case in some
of these developing countries.
Throughout the next two weeks,
I saw several more C-sections,
but I also shadowed consultants
in different clinics. One of them was
a fertility clinic, where couples are
referred to, if they are having
difficulties conceiving.
Often patients need to make
lifestyle changes or have minor
surgeries to increase, or even
decrease their chances of getting
pregnant for several different
reasons. These consultations
allowed me to see how the doctor
interacts with the patient. The way
they perfectly balance empathy and
professionalism in their tone was
quite inspiring. These types of
appointments can be very difficult
and emotional for patients as I saw,
so it is important that they feel
comfortable with the doctor and
have a relationship of trust something that develops with
experience over time.
On the last two days of my
placement, I watched two
laparoscopies on an endometriosis
patient. A laparoscopy is a type
of surgical procedure that allows a
surgeon to access the inside of the
abdomen and pelvis without having
to make large incisions in the skin.
This procedure is also known as
keyhole surgery or minimally
invasive surgery. Endometriosis is
where tissue that normally lines the
inside of the uterus grows outside
it. The procedure normally lasts
between 30-60 minutes but can be
longer, where the endometrial
tissue is removed.
I was able to see all the organs inside
the abdomen, which looked quite
different to the ones in the diagrams.

They are much more randomly
arranged, but that is something you
will have to see to understand. It was
interesting to watch the obvious level
of concentration the surgeons had
but also the banter between them. It
was evident that being a doctor was
no easy job, but they were interested
in what they were doing, and they
enjoyed it.
When I got in the next morning,
we found out the same patient had
been experiencing a lot of pain all
night, their heart rate had increased
while their blood pressure had
dropped which normally suggests
that there has been internal bleeding.
The patient was taken into theatre
immediately. As a result, the theatre
lists for the rest of the day had to be
pushed back. Some of these
surgeries had been booked for
weeks or even months. Although this
can be very frustrating for patients,
the other patient becomes a priority.
This is another example of
unexpected situations doctors
have to deal with daily.
Internal bleeding can also be
life-threatening if it is not treated
in time, leading to organ failure
or even a coma, ultimately
resulting in death. These three
experiences in particular were
most eye-opening for me.
Overall, the experience really helped
me understand what a career in
medicine involves and whether it
was right for me. I spoke to medical
students and doctors and listened to
their journey. It is a constant cycle of
studying but they loved their job.
The doctors I met with years and
years of experience will still go to
their colleagues’ room and say, ‘this
is what the patient presented, what
would you have done?’. A long but
worthy journey in my opinion. I was
and still am extremely motivated
and now know that this is definitely
what I want to do.

My next step was to prepare for
the UCAT, the University Clinical
Aptitude Test, which tests your
suitability to study courses such as
medicine and dentistry. I used an
online resource called Medify to
prepare which had some very useful
revision tools. Their practice tests
and questions were very similar to
real exam and I would recommend it
if you are planning to sit the UCAT.
Furthermore, if you are thinking of
medicine maybe this is something
you should start looking into now.
Finally, the only thing left for me to do
was to write my personal statement.
The only part of my application,
which displays my personal qualities
and why I think I would make a good
doctor. I was initially nervous about
writing it, as I had not done many
extracurricular things outside of
school. I do not know how to play
any instruments, I have never been in
a sports club, I have not done the
Duke of Edinburgh’s award or many
other things the other applicants
would have done. I am not saying
this to say you should not take part in
these activities, as they are great
skills to have and I wish I had taken
part in such things more.
Yet what is important is the skills
you build on when you do these
things such as time management,
communication, teamwork,
leadership, etc. I gained these skills
from different experiences.
My first piece of advice therefore
would be to reflect on all the things
you do, as what you get out of the
experience is much more important
than what you actually do. Be able
to recognise those things. Besides, if
there is a particular skill you are not
so good at, think about what you
could do to develop it further.
The person reading your personal
statement does not want you to
list all the things you have done, they

want to know how doing them has
enriched your character.
I am currently preparing for
interviews. In order to make a good
impression I need to be able to
communicate well, speak with
emotion, and show passion. It is
difficult to do these things overnight.
Confidence does not come easily; it
comes with practice. Push yourself
to do things out of your comfort
zone. Do a Friday assembly about
something you are interested in. It
will help you practise speaking loudly
and with clarity. I have always
struggled with speaking loudly but it
is something that I am working on
and I hope I have improved on that.
It is important now that I focus on my
A levels and get the three A’s I need.
So far, I have been quite organised,
but I could have been far more
prepared. I am lucky that I figured
everything out in time. For those of
you doing your GCSE courses or
your AS’s, I know it feels like a long
way away, but the time will fly. It is
always better to be prepared.
Start looking at different courses and
careers now, look for work
experience to get a feel for the job.
Knowing what you want to do helps
you to plan. If there are any entrance
exams you need to do, any specific
grades you need etc., having a good
set of results will give more flexibility
when deciding what to do.
I have also learnt from experience
that being passionate about a
subject makes it easier to stay
focused and motivated.

Before deciding to do medicine
and doing my research around the
subject, I was just learning with no
real goal. I had no idea why I was
doing what I was doing, which
made the whole process quite
tedious for me.
In the beginning, I mentioned my
attitude towards my studies. This
has changed massively since I did
my GCSE’s, then my AS, and now
my A levels. During my GCSE’s I
did not really understand how much
work I had to do or how quickly I
had to do it. I left it all until the last
minute, meaning that I did not have
enough time to learn the content in
depth. During my AS exams, again
I did not grasp just how much
I would have to do to prepare for
the exams. Had I put more work
in, there is no reason I would not
have done better than I did.
In conclusion, I let myself down.
I did not listen to the advice I had
been given, because I thought I knew
it all. A lot of us - although we do not
like to admit it - do not want to be
wrong. When we are told to do
something, we refuse to listen and
think everyone is giving us a hard
time. I made the same mistake; this is
why I did not reach my full potential.
So, start doing little bits of work
from now. This year I have, and
I am finding that the content
seems much less difficult and
I am enjoying learning more. It is
because I am putting in the hours,
I am not under so much pressure
to get things done last minute.

In conclusion, the biggest lesson for myself
has been to listen when someone gives you
constructive criticism, listen to it and try to improve
because ultimately, you are not doing this for anyone
else but yourself. It is an investment in your future,
so keep that in mind. Do it while you still can
because, trust me, it is no good regretting it later.
#FfynoneFamily
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UNIFROG,
HELPING STUDENTS
FIND THEIR FUTURE
By Bethan W, Year 11

Every step we take in life is a first.
From the feeble first steps of a tiny
toddler, to the excited, yet nervous
steps of a child that we all take as
we walk into primary school,
secondary school, college, or
university. And finally, the jaunting
stumble that leads us headfirst into
our career. Well, a few months
back, Year 11 received their Unifrog
logins and followed the path of first
choices that could determine their
future career.
Not that long ago, the year 11
bunch and I received a presentation
talk about an application named
Unifrog, which, to summarize, is
a website containing a database
of all the universities in the UK and
abroad, and many of the career
paths leading to them. The lady
giving the presentation was
delightfully funny and talked us
through the many elements and
uses of the website, ranging from
personality career tests, to
university choices, to writing
the ultimately intimidating
personal statement.
However, as described by my
peers, Unifrog is an innovating
14
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website, that allows students
all across the UK to access a
database of universities, qualities
and courses of universities,
numerous articles on careers paths
and future jobs, how to achieve the
grades that you require in GCSE/A
Level, etc., and supports users with
the tedious, time-consuming task
of writing a university personal
statement. Unfortunately, that also,
is only a brief account of all that
Unifrog offers.
Overall, Unifrog offers 3 main
areas, in which you can decide
your choice of careers, or perhaps
the subjects that you want to take
at A Level or in college/university.
However, there are around 620
other articles on areas such as
wellbeing, public speaking, tips on
revision, simple recipes, domestic
skills (how to use a washing
machine...!) to cover a few. These
articles are genuinely useful when it
comes to exam season, applying to
a higher education or just learning
household skills.
But when it comes to choosing
careers and A Levels, Unifrog is
such an amazing tool to have! For

example, if I search up the A Levels
that I am thinking of choosing, or
just a career within itself, Unifrog
shows those careers that require
those subjects, and what it
includes. Careers can also be
searched by theme, competency,
subject area, or personality. These
articles contain personal
statements and video clips from
those within the profession, as well
as employment statistics, the skills
required, average earnings, the
usual working environment and
possible career progression.
For me, the articles that Unifrog
provides are extremely helpful
when searching for a job in the
medicine field, which can be vast
when it comes to choosing
a specific career!
There is also a library for those
who wish to take specific subjects
at college/university, that perhaps
they are interested in taking.
The subjects library shows all
the possible university or college
courses that you need to take,
in order to get into a profession.
These articles display the personal
opinions of students currently
taking the course, and video

clips of students, as well as the
qualifications you require to be
accepted. The article page often
includes examples of personal
statements/references that have
been accepted by universities
across the UK as a starting point.
Further exploration of the page
includes a huge variety of careers
that you can access with this
course, or similar courses and
opportunities that a student can
access with that career!
The last, and perhaps the most
substantial use of Unifrog, is the
huge catalog of university courses
that you can select and choose
from, to form a ‘University
Shortlist’. These shortlists can
cover universities in the UK,
the Oxbridge list, available
apprenticeships, and universities
abroad. All a future student has to
do is enter the area they would
like to study (e.g. England, Wales,
Scotland, etc.), the grades that
they are likely to achieve, and the
subject that they want to take at
University level. Unifrog then gives
you a super long list of all the
universities that offer that subject,
and places them into skill

categories of aspirational, solid,
and safe, depending on your
grades and whether you would be
accepted. The selecting process is
fairly complicated, and it can
become quite tedious to scroll
through the endless list of
universities/colleges that offer one
course, so Unifrog allows you to
filter/rank different establishments
by distance, type of course, length,
social life, and so on! It helps to
narrow down that endless list into
something more suitable and
allows you to compare different
college/university choices for your
saved shortlist. Your Unifrog
shortlists can be viewed instantly
by selecting the shortlist page on
your Unifrog account, which is

super useful and easy to access,
especially for motivation in the
oncoming exam season!!
Overall, Unifrog has been a huge
benefit for myself, and Year 11. It
finally allows me to get a better
opinion of all the different changes
of path that my career could take
– whether it is medicine, or an
artistic degree in photography!
Even if I ever hear of an interesting
career, Unifrog can show the
hundreds of ways that it can be
accessed, and whether the job
would be suitable with my grades
and virtues. And as meanwhile I
concentrate on passing my (fairly
intimidating) GCSEs, Unifrog will
give me that little extra motivation
to get the grades I need for A Level.

Who knows where my career will lead in the
faraway future, but having Unifrog at Ffynone
gives me just that little more confidence and
support as I take those first, apprehensive steps
into the realms of education and work.
#FfynoneFamily
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SKI TRIP TO ITALY
By Natalie, Year 11

It was 2am on the 14th of December when we
arrived at school half asleep but full of excitement
and anticipation for the venture ahead.

A

round fifteen of us
loaded on to the
coach and set off to
Heathrow. At the
airport, some were
eager to shop, while others chose
to keep sleeping. The flight to
Passo Del Tonale went smoothly
as did the long coach ride to our
resort. It felt like an eternity but
was well worth it in the end!
Surrounding us on arrival was
the picture-perfect white
landscape of the Rhaetian Alps
and it was so good to breathe in
the crisp, clear alpine air. We
arrived at ‘Hotel Eden’ and were
welcomed by the lovely Italian
staff before collecting our skis
for the next day.
We awoke the next morning and
it was time to ski! There was an
excited buzz about hitting the
Italian slopes. We were divided
into two groups, beginner and
intermediate. It was a very chilled
atmosphere as the instructors
were very charming and warm,
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shaking our nerves away! In
the intermediate group we went
through a series of runs so that
the instructor could see our levels,
which added a slight amount
of pressure.

My favourite part, apart from the
skiing, was travelling to Ponte di
Legno, the town nearby which had
less than 2,000 residents! The snow
was amazing there as were the views
and we got to know Max a bit more.

However, it was reassuring once
we had gone down twice - we had
found our ski legs again! After we
had established that we could ski,
our instructor Max was determined
to perfect our skill by making us do
all sorts of exercises. For example,
we had to leave our sticks behind
and pose with our hands on our
hips skiing down - a new
experience but I could see he was
trying to improve our technique.

Something that certainly stood out
was the food - we were not short
on it as the hotel fed us extremely
well for every meal of the day. Most
days the menu consisted of classic,
mouth-watering pizza and pasta in
varying dishes, as well as meat and
then a delicious dessert. It was also
very convenient having two shops a
few steps away where we were able
to stock up on snacks anytime.

The Italian instructors were always
very fun, ours told a few of us to
forward roll down the slope (snow
got everywhere) and we were also
treated to a signature hot chocolate
on the final day - which was now a
loved drink by us all - well deserved
after all conquering the black runs.

One of the most enjoyable evenings
was when we visited a local
pizzeria in a stunning hotel. We
were all impressed by the dazzling
design and then authentic pizza.
Throughout the trip we even
learnt a few Italian words, so we
could say ‘Grazie’ (thank you).

#FfynoneFamily
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The evenings were full of activities,
but it was also very nice to rest.
I liked to be with people I had not
really spoken to and form closer
relationships than I had before.
One of the best activities was the
tubing where we sped down a
slope on donuts pushed by each
other. It was definitely funny to see
Miss Toye and Mrs Davies go down
as they always loved to take part as
well as seeing everyone so excited.
Although we were often tired, we
made some amazing memories in
those après-ski moments.
A few souvenirs and hot chocolates
and later, it was time to take off,
even though our coach was late,
and enjoy a little bit of Italian
shopping before heading home for
Christmas. I felt a little sad but the
reminder of skiing again in Year 12
lifted my spirits.I’m looking forward
to making many new memories on
and off the piste next year.
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At age thirteen I became a player for the
Jack Army. On my first day, I had to have
a medical to check my heart, and for
injuries, and if I was fit enough to play
for them. If you want to be signed for a
team you need to go through trials, which
normally takes six weeks.

My name is Geoff and I play
for Swansea City.
My love of football started when I kicked my
first football at the age of three. Football
back then was a way to be happy and get
away from everything because there was
just me and the ball. At that time street
football was the kind of football I played,
but then I started watching Ronaldhino
who, to this day, is still my idol and has
inspired me to want to play at a high level.

BIOLOGY TRIP
TO ORIELTON
By Mrs Munro, Biology Teacher
Once again, our AS Biologists embarked on an ecological
journey of discovery in the deepest depths of Pembrokeshire,
to build their sampling and statistical skills at the FCS centre at
Orielton in January. We had a cold but enlightening few days,
studying rocky shore ecology at Sawdern Point as well as sand
dune ecology at the beautiful and blustery Freshwater West.
Orielton Field Centre has on-site classrooms, where pupils
engaged in interactive group work and presentation tasks, to
explore the freshwater organisms living in the local streams.
This was a great team-building exercise and allowed pupils
to taste what living more independently is like, before they
springboard into University life beyond Ffynone House School.
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At the age of eight or nine I was determined
to reach that goal that I had had when I was
three – to play at the top. I started playing

After signing, the hard work started. My
first day of training was to evaluate what
I could do. During the second session of
giving it all, my potential showed. The
coach from the U13 asked me if I wanted to
train with the age category above mine and
I agreed, so I was moved up to play with the
U14 and the next day I trained with them.
Eventually, after months of hard training,
I managed somehow to play for the
U16, three years early.
I really enjoy playing for the Swansea City
FC team. I am passionate about the sport
I have chosen, and I would like to make a
professional career out of it. I know that
it means a lot of commitment, but I am
determined to succeed. My dream would
be to play for one of the best clubs in the
world like Chelsea or Borussia Dortmund.

A PASSION
FOR FOOTBALL

for a local team as a defender – not an
attacker – because I thought this was more
suitable for the team I was playing for.

By Geoffroy,
Year 10

Ça me fait plaisir de jouer pour l’équipe de Swansea
City FC. Je suis vraiment passionné par le sport
que j’ai choisi et j’aimerais bien en faire une carrière
professionnelle. Je sais que c’est un engagement
mais je suis déterminé à y arriver. Mon rêve c’est
de jouer pour l’un des meilleurs clubs au monde
comme Chelsea ou Borussia Dortmund.
#FfynoneFamily

21

FFYNONE HOUSE
TURNS LAW SCHOOL
By Mrs Miles, Social Media & Website Co-ordinator

Ffynone House students became solicitors and barristers for the day when they
were called to defend Ginny Weasley against a serious accusation of wand theft!
Students spent the morning
being defence solicitors; taking
instructions from their client in the
police cells, inspecting the custody
record and observing a police
station interview. Working in their
law firm, they then had to analyse
the case, investigate lines of
enquiry, interview witnesses,
map out the scene of the crime,
draft witness statements and
obtain expert evidence.

Aishah in Year 9 was inspired,
“It was an exciting day! Even
though we were still at school, it
felt different. At times it seemed
like we were interviewing real
people and there was a pressure
to meet deadlines. I enjoyed
working with my peers and the
courtroom simulation at the end
was complicated but fascinating.
It’s cemented my ambition to
be a lawyer!”

In the afternoon, having obtained
further evidence, students became
barristers, either for the defence or
prosecution. The day culminated in
a full courtroom trial with judge,
jury, defence, prosecution, court
clerk and spectators. Pupils were
able to show off their advocacy
skills, taking witnesses through
their evidence (without using
leading questions) or delivering
a blistering cross examination.

In true Ffynone family tradition,
the “law firm” teams were made
up from a mix of pupils from Year 7,
8 and 9, all working together to
decipher the full details of the case.
Year 13 students played the parts
of police officers, suspects and
witnesses. They took their roles
very seriously and by the end of
the day were very much enjoying
elaborating extensively in character
when standing in the dock! The
proceedings in court were
overseen by Judge Jayan Patel,
Year 7 pupil and formidable
member of the judiciary!

After closing submissions and
much deliberation, the jury decided
to acquit Ginny of the crime!
However, as the prosecution
team pointed out, it is a hard
task to prove guilt beyond all
reasonable doubt!
22
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“At the start I was a bit worried
about working with the older
students, but I found I could

hold my own in the group and they
were really encouraging. They
helped to build my confidence in
offering ideas and knew a bit more
about how to structure our final
statements. The day went so fast! I
learnt so much about the criminal
law process and how our justice
system works in this country.”
Dhruv, Year 7
The bespoke workshop was
created by Ffynone’s Business
Manager, Mrs Laura HowdenEvans, who also serves as an
employment tribunal judge. “I
wanted the experience to be as
close as possible to a real-world
criminal investigation. Not only
would this give students a taste of
the world of law but also build on
their problem-solving and teamworking skills.” Mrs Howden-Evans
facilitated the day and was always
on hand to answer complex
questions about law terminology
and encourage students to
persevere until they reached a
well-supported conclusion. She
has many more scenarios up her
sleeve and hopes to make it an
annual event at the school.
#FfynoneFamily
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A

ustralia has been
ravaged by severe
bushfires since the
summer of 2019.
The fires have swept
across the country destroying
almost anything in their path.
The scenes have been described
as “apocalyptic”. Entire species
of animals may have been wiped
from the face of this earth.
Since September, the fires have
killed at least 28 people, including
three firefighters and have left
entire towns in ruins. Almost 2,000
homes have been destroyed.
Nearly 15 million acres of land have
been burnt. One study estimated
that over 1.25 billion animals have
been killed! This devastating figure
only includes mammals, birds and
reptiles and does not consider
insects, bats or frogs. Even then,
it is just a rough estimate and the
actual figures could be
considerably higher.
We won’t know the true cost of the
fires until they come to an end and
in large parts of the country such
as New South Wales and Victoria
where they are still raging!

Australia has been ravaged by
severe bushfires since the summer
of 2019. The fires have swept
across the country destroying
almost anything in their path.
The scenes have been described
as “apocalyptic”. Entire species
of animals may have been wiped
from the face of this earth.
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Australia is no stranger to
bushfires, as it is a widespread
and regular occurrence that has
contributed significantly to
moulding the nature of the
continent over millions of years.
Bushfires have killed approximately
800 people in Australia since 1851
and billions of animals. Previous
Bushfires include ‘The Black Friday
fires’ in 1939 which killed 71
people, ‘The Ash Wednesday Fires’
in 1983 which killed 75 people and
‘The Black Saturday fires’ in 2009
which killed 173 people. It is the
sheer ferocity and scale of these
recent fires that have captured the
attention of the whole world.
With all this in mind, our class was
inspired to pick The Australian

Bushfires as the focus of our
form assembly. We felt that it was
important to raise awareness of the
facts associated with the crisis as
many of our peers may have seen the
images but would not know the facts.
It is such a vast topic that we
decided to split into groups, with
each group focusing on one aspect
of the bushfires. One of the groups
investigated the effects and
consequences of the fire; not just
the impact on the animals but also
the economic implications. Another
group discussed how climate
change was linked to the bushfires,
as much debate has arisen as to
whether a heating climate is to
blame for the severity of the fires.

There were some delicious
themed desserts created by
our lovely chefs for lunch and
Mrs Ramos even tried to make
a didgeridoo in Music!
The day was a great success,
raising about £200 for the World
Wildlife Fund to help protect
animals affected by the fires and
rehome them. Thanks to our form
teacher Mrs Davies for helping us
to organise our presentation and
helping Ffynone become an official
WWF Koala Protector! It felt
incredibly worthwhile to not only
help our peers understand the
crisis in Australia but also to try
and be a tiny part of the solution
by raising money.

AUSTRALIA
BUSHFIRES
By Habib, Year 10

My group was asked to give an
overview of the whole situation and
to talk about some things Australia
is well known for, such as the
famous actors Liam and Chris
Hemsworth and one of the world’s
most famous wildlife experts, Steve
Irwin. This provided some context
to the whole assembly.
Finally, the last group was given
the task to announce the planned
Australia Day to the school. We had
organised Australia Day to be on
the last day of half-term on which
everyone would give £2 to wear a
green or yellow item of clothing or
an Australia-themed costume. Both
Staff and students made an amazing
effort and we even had someone
rocking a kangaroo onesie!

#FfynoneFamily
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ABERTAWE
FESTIVAL OF YOUNG
MUSICIANS

T

By Kayla, Year 11
hroughout the last few days, many of
us at Ffynone took part in the annual
Abertawe Festival for Young Musicians
in the Brangwyn Hall.

They had classes for various instruments.
The violin, cello, piano, trumpet, flute, guitar and many
more! They were also split up by instrument grades and
whether the class was competitive or non-competitive.
I have taken part in the AFYM before for the past 2
years playing the violin and this year, I was in the grade
4-8 category for the non-competitive class. As well as
the musicians from Ffynone, there were four others in
my class from different schools.
In the competitive classes you competed for a gold,
silver, or bronze medal by playing a piece for the
judges. We had two medal winners this year. My friend
Danny in Year 11 won a gold medal for grade 6 violin
and Sophie in Year 10 won a silver medal for the flute.
When I interviewed Sophie, she said that she enjoys
competing, but it makes her nervous sometimes. She
also said it helps her performance, “because when I
get the comments I know where I stand with my playing
and how to improve”.
There are also non-competitive classes where you play
a piece and get feedback on how to improve. I was in
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the grade 4-8 non-competitive class. The adjudicator
was a cellist from Cardiff and his comments were really
helpful. It was quite nerve-wracking when we were
waiting to go on and it didn’t help that a ten-year-old
played a really difficult piece that he had composed
himself! Amazing!
The adjudicator gave us individual information, but the
advice was mainly general for all of us. He told us to
practise bowing the violin and to distribute the bow
more. It was also quite funny when he kept using
Rowan’s cello so we could see the bowing he wanted
to demonstrate! I will take this advice on board when
I am practising.
I really enjoy playing the violin and I love playing in the
school orchestra and the string ensemble. Playing the
violin and music in general is a way of escapism. It
allows me to just be in the moment. No matter what
else is going on in my life, music is always great! And
we always have the best time together, with my
ensemble friends.
The Abertawe Music Festival was a great experience
and I would recommend it to any musician wanting
some performing experience and helpful feedback
from a professional musician.

#FfynoneFamily
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I first got into guitar in my primary
school where I learnt classical guitar,
then when my parents introduced me
to electric guitar, I knew that I totally
needed that in my life!
The thing that really inspired me was
when I saw my first concert of Guns
N’ Roses. I was only in Year 4 and my
parents wanted to take me to see one
of their favourite bands! I am lucky
because they take me to lots and lots
of concerts. I have seen Pink Floyd,
Eric Clapton and I was supposed to
go and see Aerosmith this summer!
Anyway, the guitar playing in the
Guns N’ Roses’ band in concert
was immense! I couldn’t believe how
many different sounds they could
make and how epic they were on stage;
so confident! This made me want to
perform and present my songs with
my teammate, my partner in crime,
my twin sister!

GUITARIST
IN THE MAKING

In my opinion, being able to play the
guitar is a fantastic skill to have.

By Dhruv,
Year 7

At first, I was unbelievably nervous and felt a bit doubtful, but my guitar teacher helped
me and made me more confident. When I started learning the different techniques, I
struggled so much but the thing about guitar is once you get the basics, it just gets easier
and easier. Finally, when I did do my first concert, I found I got a real buzz and gained
a lot more confidence.
After primary school, I thought that guitar was over for me, but believe me it was far
from over! My new guitar teacher [Mr Sharp] was really nice when I first joined, and he
encouraged me to join his guitar lessons which I did. The experience was amazing,
playing in an ensemble was very cool because I got to play different harmonies.
I got to meet loads of new people, some of whom were much older than me and
were totally inspirational!
If there is one thing I can say about guitar, it is that you will never get bored as there are
unlimited things you can do on it. The one word I would use to describe guitar-playing is
spectacular! Overall, my experience with the guitar has been outstanding and I am sure
there is so much more to come!
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Year 7 had a thrilling trip to St
David’s Hall, Cardiff in February
this year, to celebrate 250 years
since the birth of Beethoven.
Beethoven was seen as a superhero because he overcame adversity,
first when faced with much criticism as a composer, and then when he
became deaf. The concert started with superhero ‘Superman’s film
music by John Williams and ended with E.T.’s flying theme and the
Mario Medley.
We also heard an orchestral arrangement of J.S. Bach’s Toccata and
Fugue in D Minor and excerpts from Beethoven’s 3rd, 5th, 6th, and
9th symphonies, all of which led by presenter Ruth Rosales who
acted out the part of Beethoven.
We all had a lovely time and had a quick visit of Cardiff Market
before getting on the train back to Swansea.

BEETHOVEN
CONCERT

By Mrs Ramos,
Head of Music

30

FfynoneHouseSchool.co.uk

#FfynoneFamily

31

3,679 organ
transplants took
place last year in
the UK, from both

living and deceased donors.

But those operations are still
not enough.

6,000
people on the organ
waiting list in the
UK, of which 223 of
them are in Wales.

There are over

The highest demand on the list

5,000
people currently
waiting for a kidney
transplant,
is from the nearly

By Bethan W, Year 11

whereas the lowest demand is the

11 people currently
waiting for an
intestinal
transplant.

These numbers grow every day, and
organ transplants are needed all
over the world, not just in the UK.

LIVER TRANSPLANT
LIFE EXPERIENCE

I

would like to talk to you about a subject very
close to my heart – well, more precisely, my liver!

Organ transplantation is a modern medical
miracle, where a damaged organ is replaced with
a healthy organ in order to save the life of the
patient. The organ is transplanted from another person,
called a donor, usually unfortunately when that person
dies. The transplant replaces a damaged organ in the
recipient that is failing, sometimes through injury
or diseases like cancer. However, the transplanted
organ has to be very similar to the original; otherwise
the body’s immune system will reject the organ,
meaning that the search for an acceptable organ
can sometimes be extremely tricky.
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The first successful transplant took place in America in
1954, between two identical twins. A healthy kidney
was donated to the sick twin, who went on to live for
another 8 years. This led to a variety of organs being
successfully transplanted as the years continued, with
increasing success. Many organs and tissues can often
be transplanted now, including the liver, kidneys,
hearts, lungs, intestine, skin, bones, corneas, ears,
bone marrow and a variety of connective tissues. But
due to the ever-increasing number of recipients now
nervously waiting on the organ transplant list, these
organs and tissues are becoming harder to match.
My personal interest in organ donation is a result of
some slightly unusual experiences from my youth.

When I was two years old, my mum
noticed that I had a slightly lumpy
abdomen, which our GP examined
and sent me immediately to the
local children’s hospital for urgent
tests. It turned out to be a very
rare liver cancer, called a
hepatoblastoma, and it was at
stage 4, which is the last and worst
stage. For an idea of how big my
tumour was, and to use and
example that I am sure many of you
are familiar with, the doctors said
that the tumour was the size of a
beer can! This is huge in an adult’s
body but try to imagine that inside
a 2-year-old’s tummy!
I started a brand new
chemotherapy programme, which
lasted 6 months, and saved my
parents the costs of haircuts for a
while! It was pretty unpleasant, and
I was often very sick, but the
nurses and play specialists were all
really lovely, and my parents were
allowed to stay in with me all of the
time. There were lots of strange
things to take in, like blood tests,
scans and nose tube feeds, but you
just get used to this when you are
little. My dad found it very hard
however, getting used to changing
my sometimes radioactive nappies
at 4 in the morning, although he
adapted as well, especially when it
came to flirting with the nurses and
healthcare assistants to get himself
free meals from the trolley!
After the chemotherapy, it was
discovered that whilst the tumour
had shrunk, there was not enough
of my healthy liver to grow back by
itself, and I was put on the urgent
transplant list. Within a couple of
weeks, and just after my ‘lovely’
little baby brother was born, I
was rushed up to Birmingham
Children’s Hospital with my family
where they had found a suitable
liver donor. I had a very long
operation where I received half of
the new liver – the other half went
to an adult at another nearby
hospital. After a short stay in
intensive care, I was moved to

the high dependency unit on the
liver ward, where I stayed for
several months recovering. Again,
the doctors, nurses and play
specialists were all wonderful –
even if I did always hide under
the sheets from the lead surgical
consultant during weekly rounds!
My dad even managed to get a
traditional Birmingham curry
delivered into the ward one night,
with the help of the nurses!
Just before Christmas, I was
allowed back to my home,
although I still had many visits to
the hospitals for regular check-ups
and treatments for infection, as
the anti-rejection medicines I was
(and am still) on meant that my
immunity was much reduced. I
started nursery school the next
year, although I was on nearly
20 different medications each day
– a 3-year-old with a serious
drugs habit!
Over the following years, the
number of medicines have reduced,
and I now only need to see the
consultants a couple of times each
year, but I will always need some
monitoring and medications for the
rest of my life. I will never be able to
drink much alcohol, and I will always
have to be careful to avoid catching
any serious infections, as my
immune system is suppressed by
the medications. The chemotherapy
that I received also left me with
some hearing loss. This, however,
is nothing at all in comparison with
what would have happened if not
for my kind and generous donor.
My donor was an 18-year-old
man who had a terrible accident
one day and fell down the stairs.
It was obviously horrific and
heart-breaking for his family,
but he had discussed with them
previously about being on the
organ donor register, and they
wanted his sad death to be a
chance for others to have lives,
and agreed for the doctors to
have his organs for donation.

Only around 48% of the families
of people on the organ donation
register agree to have the organs
donated, probably due to
the intense distress that they are
obviously going through, and
maybe because the donor had
not let them know of their wishes
whilst still alive.
Every day, 3 people die waiting
for an organ – that is over 1,000
people a year at the moment.
There are 188 children currently on
the waiting list, and around 17 of
them will die each year. And that’s
just in the UK. Currently, around
40% of the population are listed
to having opted in to be a donor,
which is around 26 million people.
That means that there are another
39 million people who could save
the lives of hundreds more.
When someone makes that
decision to donate an organ, the
recipients hold onto their legacy.
That person’s choice has let them
grow up, gives them hope, and
gives them the life that allows them
to laugh, breathe and discover
the world. Whilst Wales (and now
England), has taken a very positive
step in making consent for
donation and ‘opt-out’ rather than
an ‘opt-in’ arrangement, it is still
essential that the family are aware
of a person’s wishes in advance,
to try and make a very difficult
decision at an already painful time,
just that little bit easier. I would ask
you all to, please, think about
having this discussion with your
own loved ones as well.
There have been lots of numbers
in this brief presentation, but
remember, every one of them is
a person, with a family and friends,
whether they are the donor or
recipient, whose lives are being
turned upside down. Some of them
are children, who without the
proper help from a generous donor
and their family, would probably
have died. Just like me.
#FfynoneFamily
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UKMT MATHS
CHALLENGE
By Mr Daugherty,
Maths Teacher

This year again, Ffynone pupils
from Years 9 to 13 took on the
UKMT Maths Challenge. On the
senior challenge, Chenhui achieved
a gold certificate and an entrance
into the Senior Kangaroo, on which
he got a merit. Helen and Ujair
achieved a silver certificate and
there were bronze certificates for
Holly, Kristyn, Musab, Sarah,
Connor, Keshvaa and Alisha.
In the Intermediate Maths
Challenge, Bethan, Connor,
Keshvaa, Livia and Matthew
achieved silver too and Umair,
Sophie, Milind, John, Elliott (Year
10) achieved bronze certificates
along with Year 11 Bethan W.

This was a fantastic achievement
for Ffynone pupils who are clearly
following in the footsteps of Alan
Turing or Ada Lovelace, as Gold
is awarded only to the top 7%
of participants, Silver to the top
13%, and Bronze to the top 21%.
Unfortunately, lockdown meant
that we could not enter the younger
pupils into the Junior Challenge,
but they will get their chance to
shine next year.

Budding Ffynone
Mathematicians thrive again!

INTERMEDIATE
MATHS 2020
CHALLENGE
By Sophie,
Year 11

Today was Maths Challenge Day! Every year during
February, Years 10 and 11 and selected Year 9s participate
in this ridiculously tough challenge.
It is a national activity that Maths students
take part in and in our school the challenge is
compulsory if you are part of the higher Maths
groups. It aims to test students’ application of
Maths to a series of riddle-like questions. This
time there was a problem about the Knave of
Hearts and his jam tarts, it made me hungry!
The time allowed is sixty minutes and depending
on what your score is, you could obtain a bronze,
silver, or gold certificate. I have yet to be
successful in this, hard to think why! For the first
15 questions you won’t lose any marks if you get
them incorrect, however from questions 16-25
you could lose 1-2 marks for wrong answers!
Harsh indeed. Measuring equipment, calculators
or squared paper are not allowed in the exam so
your score is perhaps a more accurate example
of your natural maths abilities. I fear this could be
why I have yet to achieve anything above a
bronze certificate!
There are other Maths Challenges during the year
such as the Junior and Senior Maths Challenges
that have the same principle but vary in the level
of difficulty. The intermediate one however, is
aimed at the middle year groups in schools and
can help them gain confidence in their Maths
abilities. It is a fun challenge and luckily, I am
doing really well in my Additional Maths course,
so I’m not going to worry too much if I’m on the
bronze list yet again this year!
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THE STUDENT
INVESTOR CHALLENGE
By Matthew, Year 10

The Student Investor Challenge was a great opportunity for
me and my team (Elliott, Henri and Dhiaan) as it helped us
explore and learn about the Financial Times Stock Exchange.
The semi-finals were different, as we had to guess
the prices of stocks in a week’s time. There were
500 teams who qualified, and we came 10th overall,
at points reaching 1st and falling to 250th.

It helped improve valuable skills such as time
management and prediction, as trading stocks
requires a high amount of knowledge into the
trends and events of the present day. It helped give
experience into how the stock exchange functions,
different types of portfolio, ETFs, and much more
vital knowledge into economics.
We came 10th in the entire country out of roughly
10,000 teams, composed of students between the
ages of 15-19. This was our first year, and we were
2 places off the finals in London.
The first round’s objective was to make as much
money as possible through trading. We were given
£100,000 in virtual money, and we had to compete
with other teams across the UK. I managed our
strategic (long-term) portfolio, and in less than 4
months, we managed to increase our starting capital
by 13%, which earned us a place in the semi-finals.
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It was very challenging, as when this was happening,
the stock exchange was very unstable, as the global
economy was beginning to crash due to COVID-19,
eventually falling by 30%, comparable to the 2008
crash or the Great Depression. Despite this, we
managed to recover and reach 10th, only 2 places
or about 1.5% off qualifying for the live finals.
Student Investor, ran by the London Institute of
Banking and Finance, is a great experience for
young people in Year 10 and over, interested in
banking, finance, the economy or making money,
which we did well at.

N

ow, Chess isn’t a game like checkers or
some other simple board games and it is
obviously more than just do any random
move and then you win. It may seem like
that but if you’re a chess player, then you
know it is full of strategy and predicting. It is also a
game that makes your brain work a lot. It is not an
easy game to master but it is interesting and fun!
Why did I start playing Chess?
Well, apart from it having an interesting history, I liked
chess because it was a game I found to be hard yet
fun at the same time. To have a game that has a history
from all over the world is incredible. What is more
impressive is how it was adapted and evolved in each
place that it was taken to. For example, in India, it
was elephants. They became horses in Persia.
Knights are a European addition to this rich history.
It also shows the historical relationship between the
monarchy and the church through the position of the
Bishop on either side of the King and Queen.

The Terafinal
We had 6 opponents. We had to get 4 points to get
qualification into the Gigafinal. Each of us had 20
seconds to make a move and 15 minutes in total for
the match. A win was 1 point. A loss was 0 and a draw
was ½ a point. It just started like that: 3... 2... 1... GO!
So basically I just managed to get into the Gigafinal.
I was playing my last match. I had 3 points and my
opponent had the same. One of us was going to
come out victorious. Turns out he was a slightly
weaker player than me, and I managed to beat him
with 10 minutes on my clock.
So I qualified into the Gigafinal but I lost badly in that
one. The people there were much more skilled and
more prepared than I was. I had my moment of glory
while it lasted and I have learned from that mistake.
So, if you have a dusty chess set lying around, maybe
open it and have a game with your parents! It might
be more exciting than it seems!

Like, everyone, I went to the chess club thinking
I could breeze through (Oh how wrong I was).
I found it struggling and hard and I had
some setbacks but I kept trying. I had
a growth mindset through the first
few weeks but I slowly regained my
confidence. I beat my first chess
By Haoran, Year 7
player in my fourth week of chess.
I felt proud.

CHESS CLUB

But it didn’t stop there, no. As I
got better and started learning new
techniques in chess, I got invited
to a competition. My first ever
competition. Now, of course, I
was nervous but I went. I didn’t win
many of my chess games because
my opponents were obviously much
better than me. I started going to
more and more chess tournaments
and I got gradually better and
better. Then, one day I got invited
to a special competition called
the Megafinals.
The Megafinals
Ok, let me explain. The megafinal
is a tournament between the best
chess players of each school. The
winners get picked for the mega
final. The winners of that get picked
for the Gigafinal and the winners of
that go on the final stage.

#FfynoneFamily
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GREASE
IS THE WORD AT
FFYNONE HOUSE
By Mrs Miles, Social Media & Website Co-ordinator

F

rom its opening moments,
Ffynone House’s
production of iconic
musical ‘Grease’ bounced
with astonishing energy
and vigour. Just last year, many of
these same young Performing Arts
students were giving incredibly
serious and moving portrayals
of French revolutionaries in ‘Les
Misérables,’ yet here they were
mastering the complex moves
of the ‘Hand Jive’ with complete
credibility and confidence! It is
testament to the dexterity of the
performers and to the vision of
director Kayte Walsh, that the
ensemble can convey such different
moods and characterisations with
apparent ease.
Year 11 Daniel, who played
Kenickie, appreciates all the hard
work involved, “To think of how far
the cast has come since auditions
really puts into perspective the
dedication and perseverance

38

FfynoneHouseSchool.co.uk

required for such an energetic
musical. It’s extremely rewarding to
be able to say you can act, sing and
dance, moreover that you can do it
all simultaneously!”
The rehearsal process commenced
with a weekend residential at
Margam Park. For many students,
like Amelie in Year 8, this is one of
the highlights of the annual school
performance project, “I love
spending time with like-minded
peers of different ages. At the
Margam sessions we get a
chance to establish ourselves as a
company and also have lots of fun!”
Although some may perceive
‘Grease’ to be an obvious choice
for a school show, without nearly
the same technical demands as
something like ‘Les Misérables,’
it is in fact hugely challenging.
Sophie in Year 10, who played
Patty Simcox, is an accomplished
performer both at school and in

Class Act Theatre School. Even
she acknowledged that, “the
singing rehearsals have been the
most difficult part of the process.
Mrs Ramos, our super musical
director, has extremely high
expectations of us and did
everything in her power to help us
master the complicated harmonies
in the show. The feeling when you
and your cast mates ultimately
nail all the parts in the song is
unrivalled…and then you have to
add in all the dance moves!”
Headteacher Michael Boulding sent
his congratulations to all the cast
and crew saying that, “our students
have once again thrilled their
audience with their talent and
commitment in performance. We
will always hold The Arts in great
esteem here at Ffynone and our
tradition of excellence in musical
theatre continues with this
superb production.”

#FfynoneFamily
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From its opening moments,
Ffynone House’s production
of iconic musical ‘Grease’
bounced with astonishing
energy and vigour.
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COMPUTING AT
FFYNONE
By Mr Jones,
ICT & Computing
Teacher

42

FfynoneHouseSchool.co.uk

At the start of the year, students in Years 8
and 9 studying computing, submitted
entries for Vodafone’s Digital Creators’
Challenge.
This was a national competition and open
to students in hundreds of schools around
the UK. The ultimate goal for students was
to create a fully functioning app that would
support and improve the lives of their local
communities or could revolutionise
something we all take for granted.
One of the most impressive software apps
created was by Oliver in Year 9. He had
designed an app called ‘WIGWAM’ that
would make the process of finding and
purchasing a property much easier. From
the ‘Home’ screen, there were options to
view properties on the market in the local
area, use the mobile phone’s camera to
scan a QR code advertised on for sale
signs to get all the information about a
particular property, and be able
to message the seller directly.
The user interface design was very simple,
it was intuitive and easy to navigate, and
he used Java Script code to make the app

function smoothly. This was an excellent
first attempt and he should be very proud
of his efforts. I can’t wait to see what
digital endeavours Oliver decides to
take on next.
There were many great software apps
and ideas developed in Years 8 and 9, but
unfortunately too many to mention in the
journal. However, just to give a fair balance
of appreciation to Year 8 as well, there was
a first-rate app created by a team of five
students, Mohamed, Raymond, Joseph,
Julian and Nihal. The app is called
‘Student Help’ and it was designed to
provide local students with advice and
information on four main areas: Education,
Exercise, Food and Social Event Finder.
They produced a video and presentation
to promote the app and its many features
for the competition and were a
tremendous example of how to work and
collaborate successfully within a team
environment.
I am really looking forward to seeing
what ideas they will come up with for
next year’s competition.

Cisco Academy is an educational
company that enables students to
do a variety of courses, from ICT
to Business-related subjects.
Ffynone became an exam centre
for Cisco Academy in September
2019 and all the students were
offered the opportunity to enrol.
This has allowed many students,
including me, to gain more
excellent knowledge about
everyday ICT with courses that
include cybersecurity and
entrepreneurship.
I have chosen to do cybersecurity
as my first course. Cisco’s detailed,
user-friendly website has been
very convenient for me to learn
from. I study during my spare
time in school hours and it is
a straightforward and visually
attractive resource to use.
Additionally, Ffynone’s ICT teacher,
Mr Jones, is always on hand
to assist me and has given me
lots of encouragement.
Why Cybersecurity? We live in
an era of great informational
knowledge all stored on the
internet. However, due to this
there has been many malicious
and malignant websites, viruses
and specialist hackers that have
begun to plague the internet. This
made me inclined to learn and
understand how to protect
your network and information
from these types of things.
Cybersecurity has also been
a top priority for many world
Governments with threat
of cyber-warfare even occurring.
This has further intrigued me
to learn about this topic and
how Governments or hackers
may use techniques (such as
DDoS) to disrupt networks or
communications. In order to
prepare for the exam, I used Cisco’s
convenient tests and quizzes that
they provided in the PowerPoints.
This helped me gain an edge when
learning about the Cybersecurity

and helped me pass the exam. The
exam is done on a computer and, in
order to pass you need to get over
75%. Another critical aspect of
Cisco is that they provide flexible
exam dates. This means that the
exam date can be chosen by the
students at their convenience. This
has really suited me, as Year 11 can
be a hectic year! Being able to do
this exam in February has saved me
a little stress from the thought of
combining it with my impending
GCSE exams in the summer.

By Sarim, Year 11

ACADEMY
What next? Another topic that has
interested me is Entrepreneurship.
Though I have not started this
course, this is the most popular
course chosen by students as it
goes into the field of Business and
Economics which many people
are interested in. I am taking
Business Studies GCSE so this
would dovetail nicely with my
academic portfolio. I am aiming
to go to Medical School after my
A levels and therefore you
may be wondering, what does
Cybersecurity have to do with
Medicine? In fact, my main reason
for taking the course was not to
further my studies in this area but
out of pure interest for the topic!
There have been many news
articles and debates about
cyber-attacks, and this made me
inclined to learn how attackers
perform these attacks and how to

defend against them. Education
is not just about achieving one
specific academic goal and I am
keen to take advantage of all the
opportunities offered to me to
improve my understanding of
the wider world. If this gets me a
further qualification, all the better!
My advice for my peers. Do this
qualification! It is interesting and
worthwhile and not only gives you
some expertise in this field, but also
demonstrates that you can work
independently. If you do embark on
the course, be aware that not all
material is covered in the quizzes.
Some more insignificant pieces of
information, such as a definition of a
network, may come up in the exam.
Thus, you should read every word
carefully on the information slides
and make sure you understand
each slide before moving on.
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LAMDA
AT FFYNONE
It has been a busy year
in Lamda lessons
The number of students opting to work for
exams has almost doubled and we have
explored almost all the different types of
exams on offer – Speaking Verse and Prose,
Acting, Reading for Performance, Speaking in
Public, Devised Performance and mime as well
as the new Shakespeare syllabus.
Examiners are always pleased with the standard
of the work and the enthusiasm and liveliness of
the students. It is always a learning experience
for me too, especially when such an interesting
and diverse range of topics is chosen for Public
Speaking. The passion with which these
subjects are presented is stimulating.
Unfortunately the closure of the school and
cancellation of all Lamda exams in the Spring
Term meant that we could not do our schedules
exams, but these will take place in the Autumn
and students are now working with me online
to move ahead.
Congratulations are due to everyone who
achieved such excellent marks, but a special
mention must be given to our medallists who
have won a Bronze, Silver or Gold medal –
and sometimes more than one! Malika, Habib,
Alisha, Sophie and Krystin.
I look forward to continuing working with you all.
Thank you.
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WORLD BOOK DAY
By Mrs Miles, Social Media & Website Co-ordinator

We managed to turn ‘World Book Day’ into a
‘World Book Week’ this year with several different
activities running across different year groups.
The theme for this important national celebration was
to remind students of the ‘power of books’.
We have so many other forms of entertainment now.
If you want to relax and switch off then you can scroll
through your phone, watch YouTube video after linked
YouTube video and of course there’s always that next
tempting episode in your Netflix series. Are books still
powerful…really?
In our WBD assembly, Mrs Kidwell pointed out that
ALL the research findings show that the more time you
spend reading for pleasure, it will have a positive impact
on how well you achieve in your school studies. Just 15
minutes a day improves your general reading abilities
which has a knock-on effect on other subjects, not just
English but History, Science and Maths. And the
evidence also shows that these benefits only increase
when you are reading something you’ve chosen, and
when you have control over when and where you read.
So, reading for pleasure makes us more empathetic,
more confident, more imaginative, more articulate, more
tolerant and all this powerful stuff is happening inside of
you as you just think you’re enjoying a good story!

Books are powerful because
they can change us and that
is the first step to changing
the world.

World Book Day Assembly
• Student readers explaining the power of 4 books:
‘A Christmas Carol’, ‘1984’, ‘Harry Potter’ and
‘The Hate U Give’.
• Years 7 and 8 students experienced ‘a story in a day’
when they listened to segments of an audio adaptation
of the classic adventure ‘The Silver Sword’ at the start
of each lesson. Year 9 students read segments of the
sinister short story ‘Examination Day’.
• ‘Guess the Shelfie’ competition where students had to
try and guess which home bookshelf image belonged
to which member of staff.
• Students also had to ‘find the banned books’ by
asking teachers about the particular book they had
been assigned. Books ranged from ‘Captain
Underpants’, ‘To Kill A Mockingbird’ to ‘One Day
in the Life of Ivan Denisovich’.
• Posters of literary dingbats were hidden around
the school for students to find and decipher.
• Members of staff participated in a ‘secret book swap’
where they gifted their favourite book and received a
surprise book in return. Many teachers discovered
new writers and genres and enjoyed the opportunity
to share their love of books!
• With Mrs Miles’ help, Year 13 English students,
Madeline and Kristyn, decorated the refectory with
book bunting, book ‘menus’ and as many books as
they could to keep the theme going right until the end
of the week.
• Every student in KS3 and KS4 received their WBD
book token and many chose to use them to purchase
some new books in our Scholastic book fair.
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REFLECTIONS
ON LOCKDOWN
By Bethan T, Year 11

“We are living in
unprecedented times.
Everyone has to
make sacrifices.”
Using the above statement as a starting point,
Bethan T reflects on the cancellation of her GCSE
exams and the abrupt end to the ‘normal’ school year.
Since 1850, generations of teenagers have, year
on year, filed into large halls, sat on individual desks,
and desperately tried to inscribe the entirety of
their education in jet black ink onto a few sheets
of white paper. We sauntered out of school on that
uncharacteristically sunny Wednesday afternoon,
almost excited at the idea of what we thought would
be a short break from the endless routine of school.
A chance to sleep in, catch up on work, maybe even
start the revision teachers had been nagging us to
begin for weeks if the boredom really set in. Only
when the government announced with one brief but
staggering statement that we would not be sitting our
exams did reality hit: a wave of confusion, a sense of
loss but maybe even some excitement.
Of course, there had been suggestions, rumours and
preparations for this eventuality but it had, until this
moment, seemed inconceivable and many of us were
reluctant to even allow ourselves to believe it at first.
My initial reaction, like most teenagers across the UK,
was perhaps too much relief than should be admitted.
The looming threat of 5 weeks, more than 30 exams
and countless hours in a dull, silent confine had
disappeared. There would be no late nights spent
trying to cram three years’ worth of work into what little
space of memory was vacant. No pain surging through
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wrists after writing the equivalent to ‘War and Peace’
in an English exam. No pressure.
This calmness, however, was short-lived. A million
questions swirled, unanswered. Would we have to re-sit
a year? How would we be awarded a grade? Would our
predicted grades be used? But one was at the forefront
of everyone’s mind. What do we do now?
In one sentence, the end of our thirteen years in
compulsory education had been cut short.
It was now that the realisation came that the probability
of returning to school was doubtful. The teachers had
always said that year 11 would be over before we knew,
although I’m not convinced they knew how right they
would be. Any relief had now been squeezed out by a
lack of purpose. We live in a society where from a very
young age our goal is to succeed in standardised tests
to prove to the world what we are capable of. With so
much emphasis on exams, what were we supposed to
do now that they were gone?

Understandably, given that we
are living through a moment
in history, drastic times call
for drastic measures.
‘We all have to make sacrifices’. But are the sacrifices
equal? I’m sure 16-year-olds everywhere will confirm
that although we understand the need to stop this virus,
we can’t help resent the decisions. The late nights
doing homework, the folders brimming with brightly
highlighted equations and carefully annotated poems,
the pile of near empty pens. Was the work, the stress,
the tears all for nothing?
#FfynoneFamily
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It is the small, seemingly
insignificant events that will be
mourned the most. We have been
denied a proper ‘last day’ as a full
pack to say goodbye to the people
we have spent the last few years
with before we part on life’s next
adventures. We won’t get the
satisfaction of walking out of that
final exam, the comradeship that
we all survived together, the
endless summer of relaxation
ahead, knowing you gave it your
best. No results day to prove the
work was worth it. Instead we
are left with the uncertainty of
what is to come.

As these weeks have gone by,
we are all adapting to this strange
reality and finding creative ways
to pass the time.

Lockdown however has not been
entirely unbearable. Fortunately, the
routine of online lessons provides
some structure (and motivation to
be productive) in an otherwise
unsettled period. As Year 11s no
longer facing the threat of GCSE
exams, we have been given the
opportunity to have an introduction
to some A level courses. This has
been beneficial in helping confirm
option choices as well as getting a
head start on an important year in
our education. It has also been
enjoyable to learn at a more relaxed
pace, knowing we have the time to
read around topics and discover
more about the subjects that
interest us.

chef may not be on the cards
for my future.
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Living rooms have been turned
into home gyms and yoga studios,
siblings have become amateur
hairdressers while the rest of the
family chuckles, all of the odd
household jobs finally seem to be
getting done and, from the look of
the barren supermarket shelves,
the entire nation seems to be
baking. Without revision as an
excuse, I have definitely been
helping out more, although it
appears becoming a Michelin star

It is inevitable of course that we
are missing face to face contact
with many friends, family and even
teachers. After all, there is only
so much time we can spend
confined with our families before
insanity starts creeping in.

The only thing we can do during
this unpredictable time is support
each other. We have to trust that
everything happens for a reason
and that life will all work out.
We should take this experience
as an opportunity. To our future
selves and those that follow us,
I hope we realise that learning
for the enjoyment of gaining the
power that comes from knowledge,
is far more important than just
passing a final exam. I hope
this makes us realise that we
can survive without being defined
by numbers and percentages.

We should learn to slow down
and take moments to enjoy our
time in school. Most importantly,
remember to properly revise for
mock exams. People will tell
you your predicted grades
‘won’t matter’ but they just
might! Whatever happens, this will
make an interesting history essay
question for a future generation.

Nevertheless, we have to ‘make sacrifices’
for a greater good and make the best of this
situation – even if that does mean social
distancing street parties for VE day!
#FfynoneFamily
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AN INSIGHT INTO
ENGLISH A LEVEL

Secondly, revise and write things down as you go
along. As I have previously mentioned, the workload
due to the sheer number of texts is immense, so
you will certainly lose valuable work if you don’t file
or sort it alongside your learning.
Additionally, always ask for help if you are struggling
with something, and I mean anything, whether it’s an
essay or a concept or an entire text. You will benefit

hugely from asking, and it prevents small queries
from building into huge problems later down the line.
Lastly, I know it all may sometimes seem like a lot
but stick with it- the rewards you reap from an English
A level go beyond being able to compose an essay.
You will become a better analyser, more articulate,
and generally have a better understanding of how
literature shapes our world. It is most certainly
worth your time. Have fun!

By Kristyn, Year 13

Dear Year 11 and new Year 12s, hi!

You are in the position now that I was almost two years ago,
when I started my English A level journey.

U

nfortunately, part of the journey is the end,
so I am writing this to you with the gift of
hindsight in the hope that I can provide a
useful perspective.

The reason I chose English Literature in
the first place was rooted in a love of reading. I did
(and still do!) massively enjoy consuming all kinds of
literature and saw English as an opportunity to broaden
my literary horizons, which it certainly did. I also wanted
to study a wider variety of texts than I had at GCSE, and
to have agency over what I learnt, which I was able to
do in the form of coursework, which allows you to pick
your own text to evaluate.
The first term of English studies was quite a steep
learning curve, and probably the hardest adjustment
of the whole course. An A level standard of working
requires you to think individually and apply a level of
analysis not needed at GCSE. You also have to
consider the wider context of what you are discussing,
opening your mind up to various critical theories, such
as feminism and Marxism.
The sooner your way of considering texts adjusts, the
easier and more enjoyable the rest of the course will be.
For me personally, English was an enjoyable companion
to my other two subjects, which were heavily mathsbased. Sometimes, it was a relief to be able to have a
discussion or simply analyse a text. I would certainly
recommend it to any of the science students, as it
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offers you a different way of thinking, and will certainly
improve your written communication in other subjects.
In terms of the content itself, tragedy is definitely a genre
with a wide array of stories and perspectives, despite it
initially sounding quite depressing. For me, ‘King Lear’
was a favourite; despite the length, it contains massively
fascinating characters and themes, including - quite
literally - “nothing” or the concept of nothingness. Lear
himself is an amazing character to study and tracking his
progression throughout the play was brilliant (if at times
frustrating!). On the other end of the spectrum, ‘Tess of
the D’Urbervilles’, whilst interesting, was less enjoyable
for me. This is likely because I am not a fan of long
descriptions, and it was difficult to see Tess as a
character make blatantly wrong decisions.
As far as the amount of work – you are going to have to
do quite a lot! - the level and scope of understanding
required of you means that you will need to read around
what you are studying, and that includes a lot of reading
for pleasure. I am assuming you enjoy reading, however,
so that shouldn’t be too much of a problem!
There is quite a lot that I wish I had known at the start
of my A level course, and I’ll try and summarise the
most important. Firstly, being open to suggestion is
massively important, whether it is an argument you are
making or a point you are trying to make in an essay.
Collaborating as a class to fine-tune a point is both
rewarding and useful, and it will certainly improve
your essays.

#FfynoneFamily
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REFLECTIONS ON
ENGLISH A LEVEL
By Madeline, Year 13
I chose to study English Literature at A level because
I wanted to be an author. I saw it as a gateway
into an English degree, and therefore publishing.
I wasn’t extremely passionate about Literature, but
I knew I needed it to go where I wanted to in life.
Originally, I wanted to study English Literature and
Language - but I am so glad I didn’t. English Literature
is such a valued A level, and I wouldn’t have been able
to apply for my chosen degree (English and History)
if I had done Literature and Language.
My first term studying English Literature was, and I am
going to be completely honest, hard. Ultimately, it was
very daunting. ‘King Lear’ is the first text we studied,
and it is a heavy text, full of complex ideas which is not
helped by the way Shakespeare wrote English! You
really have to stick with it though because it is worth it.
Be open to exploring the ‘bigger ideas’ as it really does
help you grasp a greater understanding of profound
ideas such as ‘suffering’ and ‘hope’.
Your first essay will be bad. Mine was four paragraphs
with no introduction or conclusion, which I cannot
help but laugh at looking back at it now. Progress is
such an important concept in English Literature
because it isn’t black and white, you improve so much
over the two years and you just have to stick at it to
reap the benefits.
‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ was definitely my favourite text
to study. Margaret Atwood has defiantly crafted such
an intricate piece of Literature that really opens your
eyes on all the misogyny in the world, as well as
showing you a horrible vision of the future. It is
definitely a book anyone can enjoy.
I struggled the most with independently reading
‘Tess of the d’Urbervilles’. Hardy’s style of writing is…
lengthy. ‘Tess of the d’Urbervilles’ is a text, I feel,
that should be studied because once I properly
understood it, I fell in love.
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On the other hand, ‘The Kite Runner’ has been my
least favourite text. This is because it took me a while
to understand the Afghan culture and the context (and I
like to understand things straight away), so reading this
was not very enjoyable. After studying it, I understand
why the book is treasured by so many, but it wasn’t for
me. And that’s okay! However, I have to say that I do
enjoy writing about ‘The Kite Runner’ in essays and
exploring the different themes I get to write about.

I have improved in so many
ways over studying English
Literature. My ability to craft
an argument much more
coherently has been greatly
enhanced.
Being able to read texts in different ways (i.e.
from a Feminist or Marxist perspective) completely
re-shapes the way you understand texts, which
I find really fascinating.
Overall, I don’t think I will ever regret studying
English Literature and the challenges it has put me
through. Studying it with small class sizes has really
helped me have more individual support which
I have greatly needed.
I’ve decided to apply to do a Joint Honours degree in
English and History because I can’t imagine studying
one without the other. At the start of Year 12, I could
see myself possibly doing History on its own, but after
a few months studying English Literature, I knew that
I had to study it—and not just to get into publishing.
A level English (although it took some time) has made
me fall in love with the subject completely.

What advice would I give my Year 12 self?
• Topic sentences—these are very important. Master
these and your essays will always be amazing.
• Don’t be afraid to ask questions—this is the best
way to learn (and the amount of times I have asked
what a word means is probably in the hundreds,
but it’s the only way to learn!)
• Re-draft, re-draft, and re-draft—your essay will not
be perfect the first time. I have found that re-drafting
essays was the best way for me to improve.

• Make quote grids—these have helped me so much
with essay writing and revising. It is handy having all
the key quotes all in one place for you to quickly find.
• Be open to the ‘big ideas’—they may not be the
easiest to understand, but when it ‘clicks’ it is
amazing. The ‘big ideas’/ themes are the ways to
secure more marks and make you seem like you
really know what you’re writing about.
• Voice your opinions, no matter how stupid it sounds
—if you can back up your argument, it is valid!

#FfynoneFamily
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EMIL AND THE
DETECTIVES
GERMAN BOOK REVIEW

Erich Kästner was born in Dresden,
Germany in 1899. His most famous
novel was ‘Emil and the Detectives’.
He was the son of a maid and a
saddle-maker and paid his way
through the University of Leipzig
with his work as a drama critic and
journalist. At the age of 17, he joined
the army, but his experiences during
World War One affected his life and
led him to become a pacifist. He
wrote many articles for newspapers
and wrote poems too.
Soon after the release of the book
‘Emil and the Three Twins’ (a sequel
to ‘Emil and the detectives’) his
books were labelled “contrary to
the German spirit” and burned in
public by Nazis.
Throughout his life Erich Kästner
won many awards. He won the
Nobel Prize for Literature four times,
and also the Hans Christian

By Jayan, Year 7

Andersen Medal. He never married
but he had a son, Thomas, to whom
he dedicated his final children’s
books, and he died in 1974.
‘Emil and the Detectives’ is a story
about Emil Tischbein, a boy from
Neustadt. He lives with his mother,
Mrs Tischbein. After saving up a lot
of money, she sends Emil to Berlin,
with 140 marks (the currency at the
time) and 20 marks for Emil. On the
train to Berlin, Emil meets a man who
introduces himself as Max Grundeis.
Max starts a conversation with Emil,
ending with Max offering Emil a bar
of chocolate. He happily takes it and
eats it immediately, even though he
thought it tasted strange. Emil wakes
up in the train, but Max has gone,
and so has his money...Emil follows
Max Grundeis and the adventure
begins....I really enjoyed the book;
the story was so gripping, I couldn’t
stop reading, and I finished it
in two days!
‘Emil and the Detectives’, was
remade as a movie in 2001, starring
Tobias Retzlaff as Emil Tischbein.
This version of the film, however,
was not set in the 1920s like the
book, but in modern Germany. It is
also different as Gustav, one of the
main characters, did not have such
as big part in the film as he did in the
book, and Pony Hütchen featured
much more prominently. Though I
enjoyed the film, I prefer the book as
the story has more detail, but I guess
that is true of many books that have
been made into movies.

BALLOON

GERMAN FILM REVIEW
‘Balloon’ is a non-fiction film based off the
account of two families, plotting to travel from
East Germany to West Germany, via a hot air
balloon. The film is truly ‘edge-of-your-seat’
material, there are plenty of twists and turns that
really enhance the thrill, as the families are being
hunted from the Stasi under the suspicion of
fleeing. The film is really impressive and
gives credit to the
real attempts by
showing photos
of the balloon
and the Strelzyk
and Wetzel
families at the
end of the film.
By Milind

Watching the film gave
me good insight into
how desperate people
were to go from East to
West Germany. It also
shows how severe the
consequences were if
they failed and how the
border patrol stopped
people from crossing
without mercy, even
killing women and
children who were trying
to escape. I also did not
realise that people all over
Germany were trying to
escape and not just in Berlin.

By John

You wouldn’t think a family outing in a
hot air balloon would be such a big
deal. But when the year is 1979 and
you are desperate to flee East
Germany and reach the West, the
stakes cannot get much higher, as
revealed by the sobering opening
depicting what happened to those
who previously tried to cross the
border and failed. This true story
really had me on the edge of my
seat and my German skills definitely
came in handy! A story of two families
driven to secretly stitch together a
huge balloon while hidden from the
watchful eye of the Stasi police and
their unscrupulous commander
Thomas Kretschman. Their bravery in
risking the death of their family while
escaping is admirable. This storyline
really brought the tension, but it also
was a thrill of excitement which had
me hooked right to the end with a
fascinating insight into life in a
communist eastern country!

By Malika

I really enjoyed the movie as it had a really good story of two families
escaping a communist East Germany and how they almost died doing it!
I was on the edge of my seat for most of the movie and to think it’s a true
story! The film really did test my German skills a lot when watching. It was
also quite interesting historically as you got to see how oppressive life was
in East Germany, and I understood why some were so desperate to leave.
I think watching the movie really helped my language skills as well.

By Sophie
56

FfynoneHouseSchool.co.uk

#FfynoneFamily

57

LATIN ON
A LOCKDOWN
By Mrs Richardson, Head of Latin

S

o, Mme Robert wants
material for the school
magazine. Ooh, suddenly
and irreversibly (I’ve
already sent the photos,
after all) I find I’ve committed to
writing an article about GCSE Latin
under lockdown circumstances –
and now I’m wondering what on
earth I’m going to write! I do what I
always do and ask the students for
help. Aaargh, they’re on lockdown
too – they agree to send something,
and they mean well, but they’re at
home – not really within nagging
distance - they don’t send me
anything, so now what?
Meanwhile, Mme Robert remains
formidable, even from France
where she is staying during the
lockdown – the deadline is nearly
up – I have to send something!
I’m just going to start with
a few reflections then – from
today, mainly.
The new norm, across all year
groups, is for pupils to use a
cover-picture instead of showing
their faces on screen. Looking at
my computer, I see Luca’s dog,
Shelby; Tom has become TC, and
I’m not really sure how to describe
John’s cover picture. Between the
four of us, we can’t even decide
whether the term ‘cover-picture’ is
correct. (We’re pretty sure it’s not,
but we’re also sure that there is
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probably some neologism which
denotes it exactly, and we want to
know what it is!). Then there’s Year
11 - Connor is replaced by a
guitar-playing chameleon and
Sophie by a range of mountains.
A familiar vista now. In the
background, I frequently hear
Connor tappity-tap-tapping notes
onto his computer keypad (I
assume/ hope they’re Latinorientated?) and there are
motorbikes racing up and down
someone’s street (real life, realworld-reminder, fast life – great!)
In turn, Years 10 and 11 get to see
my cat curled up on the sofa in our
study, and to hear my dogs barking
at the postman/dog-walkers/
kids-skateboarding-on-thepavement-outside – generally
anything which passes the house.
It’s not very exciting – but in an
otherwise surreal situation, it is a
taste of the real world, like having
the window open in the classroom
and hearing a neighbour shouting
across the street, or the beep of a
reversing minibus.

We’ll remember
these small details
in years to come,
I think.

I say ‘surreal’ and it was for maybe
the first week, but now it’s the
new normal. I ask both GCSE
classes what they think of `Latin
in a lockdown’ and in truth, they
seem to find it absolutely fine.
In today’s lesson with Year 10,
we somehow manage to discuss
Japan’s moving 2m to the left, and
look at pictures of skeletons at
Herculaneum (both in connection
with a GCSE text – Pliny’s account
of his uncle’s visit to the erupting
Mt Vesuvius of A.D.79). The Latin
‘quo’ comes up (again in Pliny). In
context it means ‘where to’ – we go
on to laugh at the old-fashioned
English ‘whither’ (though it’s much
neater than ‘where to’, we all agree).
This in turn leads to Tom asking
what ‘status quo’ actually means
– he’s heard it’s a song. Derisive
laughs from Luca, because of
course, it’s a band, not a song. A
YouTube clip of ‘Caroline’ has to be
played – silence from the other side
of the screen during what turns out
to be a live performance with a very
long intro - oh no – maybe I could
have picked a better clip, but I
didn’t know that I was going to be
playing it. I wonder whether it’s a
shared experience – can they all
hear and see the clip the same? Is
it playing at the same volume? We
learn that Luca was introduced to
Status Quo at the age of 4 or 5;
Tom still doesn’t feel he knows who

the band are, but at least he can
now say he’s heard one of their
most famous songs (assuming
he didn’t turn the sound off!).
Eventually we come back to what
‘status quo’ actually means.
Now, it might seem that this is a
most bizarre lesson, that under
lockdown we’ve all gone slightly
mad, but this is actually a normal
digression in a Latin class. Other
completely normal and utterly
bizarre in-jokes surface –
‘quamquam’ not meaning ‘notduck’ and Year 10’s coining of
‘Where’s ubi? There’s ibi!’ as a
means of remembering those
particular place-adverbials – it
really is business as usual.
What is remarkable is the amount
we are managing to learn –
concentration is somehow
heightened and although it is not
even half term, Year 10 have
covered about half of the Latin
content on Pliny. All are pitching in
equally to discuss his extraordinarily
detailed description of the volcanic
activity – to which particular type of
eruption he even gave his name: the
‘Plinian eruption’.

Meanwhile Year 11 would have had
the first of their three Latin exams
by now. We would have spent
weeks going over the texts on
chariot-racing and the GCSE
language content already covered
(of course we would!). Instead we
have pushed ahead; we’ve started
reading poems by Catullus and
tackling the next level of grammar
– ablative absolutes, impersonal
passives, and jussive subjunctives.
Neither Sophie nor Connor intended
to take Latin further than GCSE, but
in terms of what we are translating,
they are well on the road to AS level
anyway. And the best thing?
They’ve chosen to do this – Year 11
are under no obligation to attend
lessons, but they are working hard
and enjoying exercising their brains,
as are Year 10.

They have always known that it is
valuable, that they ought to value it,
but that is not the same as feeling it
and I think they’re feeling its full
value now.
When speaking to teacher-friends
and mum-friends who have children
in other schools, I am acutely aware
of how lucky we are at Ffynone.
Somehow, Mr. Boulding prepared
us all extremely well for this bizarre
lockdown situation. In the best
possible way, we are a bizarre
school – and I am really proud of
what we’ve done.
That seems like a good place to
stop – if a bit abruptly Mme Robert
I hope that’s enough words!

In some ways, the lockdown has shown
our pupils the value of academic activity
as a form of mental exercise, and
therefore well-being.

#FfynoneFamily
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Learning another language online
is very difficult. In my opinion,
when I was doing it online some
parts were a bit confusing, but
the teacher was always there to
explain it to me. Despite having
some technical problems for the
first few weeks, the work has
been really good and learning
French online is almost as easy
as learning it in school! Madame
Robert did, and is still doing, a
wonderful job teaching French.
From showing us how to
pronounce a word to writing
it on screen or our computers,
Madame Robert was very good!

Shiveena, Year 7
Language has always been
a strong point amongst
Ffynone’s many strengths,
and lockdown has not changed
this at all. The small class sizes, the
supportive teachers and the family
atmosphere - which are just some
of the standout privileges a student
at Ffynone gets to experience
are all still relevant in
online learning. Whilst
there is a big debate on
the effect of lockdown
on future exam
entrants, particularly
Year 10’s and Year 12’s
who will have had their
syllabus severely
disrupted, we at
Ffynone will not face
the same challenges.

an equal chance of asking
questions to the teacher, and
none of us are left unsatisfied
with the response.
Of course, there are some
drawbacks to online learning as
a whole, for example there is a
problem with doing listening

Madame Robert regarding any
questions or vocabulary that
we may not have understood.
There is also the slight issue
of technological unknowing,
However, the minuscule
negatives are greatly outweighed
by the positives, and to put
these minor issues
on the spotlight would
be very petty.

ONLINE
LANGUAGE
LEARNING

So far, my experience
in learning French via
online learning has been great,
the invaluable one and a half hour
lessons are as good as or maybe
even better in some ways than
being at school, with the right
balance of video call time and
writing time, we make full use of the
entire time that we have together
with Madame Robert. We all have
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activities. We cannot do these
exercises in lessons as we normally
would do, but we have to do them
outside of the call, due to the
technical difficulties faced with
doing such task, mainly unclear
audio. Although when we do the
listening tasks outside of lessons,
we are always free to message

Ffynone had already been
using Microsoft Teams for
the older year groups, and
this gave us an advantage
as both students and
teachers were already
exposed to such software.
Consequently, the
transition between total
in-school learning to
online learning on Teams
was made smooth and
pleasant, not just for French but
for all subjects. It has been a huge
learning curve for all of us, and I am
sure that the skills and knowledge
that we have acquired from this
experience will come into great
use for us in the future.

Habib, Year 10

In my opinion, I think that French has been
great because Madame Robert is always
sending us lots of work to get on with and
even when she did have difficulties with her
internet, we always face-timed and she
would explain what we are learning very
carefully and very clearly. Altogether, we
have learnt so much even in lockdown and
that is because of how dedicated the
teacher was to get us learning and to
always put in a one hundred percent effort.
My time learning in lockdown was not easy,
but I definitely learnt a lot. Au revoir!

Dhruv, Year 7

Remote online learning in French has been really fun, for me. There
were difficulties with internet connection at the beginning and it took
time to get used to the technology of Microsoft Teams, but soon, I got
into a rhythm with my learning. Madame Robert and I have one-toone videocall lessons where she puts work up on the screen for me to
look at and she uses chat to type out vocabulary and grammar for me
to write down. This is like using the whiteboard from school. I get the
usual homework, which Madame sets in Assignments and she posts
things for me to look at on the Team. This may include interesting
resources from the net or marked work. I send articles that I have
found online relating to the French course via direct chat to share it
with her. Also, from being sent listening exercises to do by myself,
I have developed a sense of independence with my listening skills.
I feel that this is a good alternative to our usual school routine.

Varsha, Year 12

After the lockdown was enforced,
teachers and students had to adapt
to using video calls, for lessons to
continue. I have had French lessons with
my teacher using video calls. I found it
very helpful to be able to see and hear
my teacher, as it was as though I was
having a normal French lesson at school.
I think that learning French online is a
great way to continue learning new
verbs, tenses, and vocabulary. In my
opinion, continuing to have input from
a teacher is very important, as they
can give you useful material and help
you to achieve your full potential. I feel
very fortunate to have the opportunity
to continue learning languages through
this unsettling time.

Isabel, Year 11

Learning languages at Ffynone House School for the last
few years has been brilliant, and we’ve all got no one to
thank other than the brilliant teachers who are skilled and
themselves fluent in the languages being taught. Frau Dyson,
danke schön! Mrs Richardson, gratias tibi valde! And last
but by no means least, Madame Robert, merci beaucoup.
Having learnt from all of you has been an absolute blast
that I never thought I’d have from learning languages.
Going through vocab lists, learning sentence structures,
tenses, dialogues, and the rest has all been made smoother
of an ordeal and is somewhat enjoyable thanks to the
teachers’ efforts. Having warm-hearted co-operative
classmates always helped and brightened the mood
of the classroom when learning together.

Umair, Year 10
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Remote learning is definitely a new
experience. It is teaching me lots of
new computer skills, which will no
doubt be useful later in life, but I do
miss face-to-face interaction and
being able to simply hand in my
work. I spend a lot of time printing
out notes and scanning in sheets
and taking pictures of my work,
which is fun but can be quite
repetitive and tedious. There is
also an increased emphasis on
do-it-yourself learning and
independent work, which is
actually quite interesting. The
only bad thing is I am spending
a probably quite unhealthy
amount of time staring at a
computer screen.

Remote learning is fun, easily
accessible and incredibly useful.
It has surprised me how everyone
has been able to get together to
use such a wonderful alternative
to our usual lessons and use it
sensibly and productively. There
is enjoyment in exploring this new
technology using videocalls,
online assignments, class
notebook, Microsoft Stream
and posts of interesting online
material. Also, I find that the two
1-hour breaks in the day prove to
be effective for restoring energy
levels between lessons.

Varsha

Helen
Remote learning has been very
different but a fun experience. I
enjoy the responsibility of doing
my own tasks. However, the one
thing I do miss about school is
seeing my friends.

OJ

Remote learning has been an
experience I won’t forget and has
made me appreciate school life
much more, both socially and
academically. The support I have
received over the many weeks of
online school has been amazing as
teachers are only a text away if we
need help with any work or if we
just need a chat!

Mali
Remote learning has been really
effective so far, as it has challenged
us to be far more independent
in our learning, which stretches
our understanding in each of
our subjects further. But most
importantly, I can have coffee
during lessons.

Ujair

YEAR 12
REFLECTIONS
ON REMOTE LEARNING

I miss the social side of being in
school and realised that I should
have made the most of studentteacher contact back in school
as it can be harder now.

I’d like to continue to have
homework set on teams in the
Assignments section.

I would say learning at home has
been a useful experience as it has
taught me to be more motivated to
do work as now, I realise I am not
being told what to do. I have
enjoyed online learning as I often
get distracted in class. The best
memories would be the quiz which
Harry runs as it is very entertaining
and makes me think a little. I have
missed seeing my friends however
during this time, although I still get
to hear them during the video calls.

Sunithi

Harry O

It’s funny when people ‘s mics
accidently turn on and members
of the family are talking in the
background.

The online learning that Ffynone
has provided us has turned out to
be a godsend! In lockdown all the
days merge into one, but the online
classes have provided a structure
to the day that has helped to
maintain interest and sanity. It
also gave us a much-needed
break from the family, with a
chance to chat with friends and
others. The online learning has also
given me a chance to improve on
my independent learning, with
essays that have been set and
need to be researched for.

Harry J

62

FfynoneHouseSchool.co.uk

Different, fun and interesting!
How good it was really, for most
subjects it worked fine seamlessly,
and I really liked the longer lessons.
A week in and we had already
gotten into the groove of things and
some teachers were even recording
their lessons if anyone wanted to go
back to it.
When someone would have their
microphone on, and you could hear
their parents in the background,
saying: “DO YOU NEED ANYTHING
SON?” and the whole group chat
laughing. I also found it funny how
some teachers had AWFUL internet
and all you could hear was
“aragzggzgagaaaaaagaggzgz, ok
Year 12? Now get on with it” and
half the time their voice kept
speeding up and sounding like a

chipmunk trying to catch up with
the video.
School had gone from running up
3 LEVELS OF STAIRS every day to
get to form to rushing to put the
computer on so that we could like
a message to register. I think it has
shown me that we are lucky to have
a school so interconnected in many
different ways, like we even found a
way to celebrate VE day! Without
such innovative tech that we take
for granted all the time we wouldn’t
be able to have these lessons and
even though we are miles apart,
we are brought all together on a
computer screen.
It has changed the way I work
because now I am much more
independent, and I have to sort
out when and what to do by myself.

I think in remote learning it has
thrown us more in to the deep end,
given us more responsibility but the
lessons themselves are more or
less the same.
SOCIALIZING, I think, being at
home with everyone else on a
screen kind of gets boring, in
school we can collaborate faster
and don’t have to worry about
autocorrect when saying
something. I can ask questions on
remote learning but it is not in the
same way as actual school is. Being
able to record and watch previous
lessons again as I can go over/
recap things. Using PowerPoints is
really helpful as it makes it as
productive as a normal lesson.

Musab
#FfynoneFamily
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After Easter, Mrs Miles set up the
‘Page Turners’ group on Teams for
her Year 11 English Literature taster
sessions. The idea was to take a
seminal piece of literature and just
read it and discuss it – no written
analysis, no essays, just talk. She
chose one of her favourite drama
texts, ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’
by Tennessee Williams and invited
not only Year 11 students but
members of the sixth form and staff
to the twice-weekly sessions. To
help get discussions started and
give students the confidence to
contribute, a ‘big questions’

document was used so participants
could consider the main issues
in a particular section of text in
advance and ‘sign up’ to a question
they felt they had a response to.
As time went on, this document
was used less and less because
everyone became much more used
to the dynamics of spontaneous
discussion over conference call!
Happily, by pure coincidence, The
National Theatre announced a live
stream of a recent production of
the play to be aired the evening of
the very last ‘Page Turners’ session
before half term. It was the perfect

PAGE TURNERS
I thoroughly enjoyed being able
to explore ‘A Streetcar Named
Desire’ and its truly timeless
themes. Particularly reading the
play scene by scene and then
discussing afterwards allowed
me to form my own opinions and
reflect on the characters in
depth. I loved hearing so many
different viewpoints and new
contextual points from a mixed
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end to the project. Some of the
participants wanted to share
their thoughts on the unique
experience of being part of
‘Page Turners’ in Lockdown.

I enjoyed being able to analyse the
text without having to spend hours
annotating. I didn’t particularly like
the play as a story, but it is very
well written. While in places the
production we watched felt a tad
anachronistic, it was very good.

Helen, Year 12

bunch of intellectuals that I had
not even considered. Unlike the
guided and heavy analysis/
annotation in school, it was
refreshing to hear everyone’s
more spontaneous thoughts
on the play, including the
teachers’! Watching the
National Theatre’s production
was just the perfect finish.

I just wanted to say a huge ‘Thank
you’ to Mrs Miles for creating and
supporting this magical study
group. Many years ago, I studied
my English Literature A level and
thoroughly enjoyed it - so much
so, I was originally going to read
English Literature at university.
However, I’ve never really studied
a modern play before. Mrs Miles
brought the play to life and her
enthusiasm was infectious; I really
enjoyed our interesting group
discussions and our virtual theatre
trip... I’m tempted to join Mrs
Miles’s A level Literature class too!

Alisha, Year 11

Mrs Howden-Evans

It has been really enjoyable
being able to read and discuss
‘A Streetcar named Desire’.
Being able to share ideas
about the play and listen to
each other’s opinions meant
we were able to understand
the play from different views.
It’s a really interesting play
and it was nice that we were
able to finish the sessions by
watching a performance of it
and having a call after to give
our overall thoughts. Reading
and discussing this play as a
group was a perfect activity
during this lockdown and I
really enjoyed!

Being able to sit down and
discuss a play every few days
was a good addition to the
quarantine schedule, and it was
nice to be able to talk over the
details of the play without the
pressure of written analysis or
annotation. On top of that, we
had a mix of ages in the group,
meaning that we were able to get
a wider range of opinions and
analyses than we would have
with the normal classes. Finally,
watching the play was a good
conclusion and some very lucky
timing so that we could all
experience a production none
of us had seen before.

Page Turners, there have been
many challenges in Lockdown but
also many lovely things and these
sessions will forever be in my
memory as one of the real gems.
It has been an absolute pleasure
to discuss such a reprehensible
bunch of characters with such
an eloquent bunch of people twice
a week. I hope Streetcar and
Williams will always have a special
place in your heart as a result and
one day, when theatres are open
again and you are off in the big
wide world doing your thing, you
will ping me a message saying,
“Saw a great production of
Streetcar last night!”

Holly, Year 12

Connor, Year 11

Mrs Miles

I have really enjoyed our discussions and
enjoyed reading the text. The ‘Big
Questions’ document was useful because
it gave me a chance to think about what
I wanted to say and it helped make the
remote learning easier because we knew
what we were going to discuss in the
lesson. I liked reading and discussing
because I find it easier and more enjoyable
to reflect upon my reading (especially plays)
with other people as it gives me a better
understanding of the text. Overall, I really
enjoyed reading and watching the play.

As an auditory learner, I have found that discussing the play
was a very effective way for me to absorb information, without
the distraction of writing. Also, I found it an enjoyable way of
learning, which was far less time consuming than having to
annotate or write essays. I felt that Williams’ play explored
complex themes such as mental illness, which is a personal
experience for him as his sister Rose had schizophrenia, and
she spent most of her life in mental institutions. I think that the
character of Blanche Dubois is similar to Rose’s, as her mental
health gradually deteriorated throughout the play, and at the
end, she is taken to a mental institution. I liked learning in a
group, because I was able to hear different opinions and
viewpoints, especially in mixed year groups.

I really enjoyed ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ and discussing it with
friends and teachers. It also built up my confidence to explain my
points and opinions about the book to prepare me for the future. The
performance at the end was also very interesting and made the story
more real. I always looked forward to the sessions and hearing
other people’s opinions (even when there is a part of the story
I don’t understand!) Overall, it was really fun to do and it gave
me a good insight into A level English.

Chloe, Year 11

Isabel, Year 11

Kayla, Year 11
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Page Turners was a welcome slice
of literary respite during lockdown.
It was so enjoyable to discuss a
timeless text and to engage in
such mature and thoughtful
discussion of its themes.

Mrs Hillier
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“Remote learning has been an
experience I won’t forget and has
made me appreciate school life much
more, both socially and academically.

“My daughter had only
been at Ffynone a matter of
weeks before lockdown. We already
knew it was the best move we had
made and this has been made even
more apparent by the continued
support and contact with her teachers
and the high standard of work that
the teachers have managed
to provide.” – Parent

The support I have received has been
amazing; teachers are only a text
away if we need help with any
work or if we just need
a chat!” – Student

“At Ffynone House School we have
embraced digital learning. Our teachers have
used the technology to deliver our daily timetabled lessons
and to meet and chat regularly with all their students.
Our small class sizes allow us to focus on individuals and their needs,
ensuring that all our pupils feel supported in their studies. In September
we will embrace dual learning, a combination of classroom and online
lessons, a tried and tested approach we were using for those who
were vulnerable and shielding before the lockdown began.
We have upheld our standards and reputation as a caring family school,
and we are fully prepared to work this way until it is safe for us all to
be together again. There is no better place to ensure your child’s
wellbeing and academic progress in a post-lockdown world
than with us at Ffynone House.”
MICHAEL BOULDING, HEADTEACHER

“The online learning that Ffynone
has provided us has turned out to be
a godsend! In lockdown all the days
merge into one, but the online classes
have provided a structure to the day that
has helped to maintain interest and sanity.
Remote learning has also given me a
chance to improve my independent
learning skills, with set essays and
research.” – Student

“The school has been a
source of stability and support
during the disruption of covid 19.
They have provided continuity and
familiarity of contact, positive messages
and meaningful school work. Teachers
have worked hard to become familiar
with technology and deliver lessons
in an unfamiliar format. I have felt
conf ident at every stage that safety
was most important in their
decision making.” – Parent

Nurturing Bright
Young Minds.
Join our thriving #FfynoneFamily.
At Ffynone House you will discover a warm close-knit community
where pupils are both nurtured and challenged. Our small class sizes
offer the support your child needs to do the best they can.
Contact our admissions officer for more information on 01792 464967,
or by email to admissions@ffynonehouseschool.co.uk

IconCreativeDesign.com

Great design
gives wings
to smart businesses
Hey, did you know we supply
workwear to local companies too?
Enquire about our workwear range
and logo embroidery service.

Let us help you find the right design solution for
your digital and print marketing needs.

OFFER EXCLUSIVE TO PARENTS OF
FFYNONE HOUSE SCHOOL STUDENTS

View our portfolio on IconCreativeDesign.com
or call us on 01633 897086
Designers for:
74 Tycoch Road, Sketty,
Swansea , SA2 9EQ
T: 01792 206658
E: sales@js-products.co.uk
#PassionateAboutClothing

